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Discussion One
Prostitution is still illegal in the enormous majority of the United States due to state laws. However, prostitution is legal in the state of Nevada. The regulation of prostitution lies exclusively in the state's power and not the federal government. Notably, it has been argued that prostitution is a victimless crime, and the majority of those who engage in prostitution enter into the business as adults with their own consent. Notably, some of the problems associated with prostitution would be eliminated if legalized, according to its proponent. Arguably if Unites states legalized prostitution, some regulations would be needed to clean up the profession. For instance, laws and regulations that criminalize the sale of sex would need to be repealed. Also, regulations that criminalize and make buying of sex from consenting adult and the organization including prohibitions on renting premises for sex work.
Arguably if prostitution was legalized in the whole country, there would be unintended consequences like an increase in trafficking because most of those who engage in prostitution are victims of trafficking. They are usually do not get to see the money got from these exchanges.  As far as legalization of prostitution should be done, I think legalizing prostitution would be glamorizing it a creating an illusion it is a desirable voluntary occupation. Therefore, considering the realities that accompany prostitution, it is a profession that is harmful to illegal and violent criminals involving gangs, drugs, and trafficking. Prostitution can be stopped by reducing its demand in the first place. The approaches to decreasing the demand for prostitution include public awareness and education campaigns, and law enforcement (Peterson et al., 2019).


Reference
Peterson, M., Robinson, B., & Shih, E. (2019). The new virtual crackdown on sex workers’ rights: Perspectives from the United States. Anti-Trafficking Review, (12), 189-193.
Discussion Two
The Opioid epidemic is responsible for the growing numbers of death and hospitalization from opioids, including analogs, illicit drugs, and prescriptions. Due to the opioid epidemic, drug overdose is now the leading cause of accidental death in the United States. Arguably some of the factors contributing to the opioid epidemic include individuals who get opioid prescriptions from various pharmacies, taking prescription opioids in combination with other slated medication (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 2017). Also, factors such as untreated psychiatric disorders, young age, and social environment that encourage misuse of opioid drugs are largely responsible for the minacious problem. Americans consume almost 99 percent of world America consumes 99 percent of the world hydrocodone because they are in more pain than any other world population. The reasons why the numbers are so high compared to other counterparts in the world is because, in most parts of the world, an opioid prescription is restricted to serious hospitalization and trauma, including surgery, burns surgery, childbirth, end of life care, patient with terminal illness and cancer. However, this limited prescription is not the same in the United States adult can always have a bottle of pills hence the explanation behind higher consumption. At the start of the prescription, the medical community assumed that patients would not become addicted to opioids relievers, which gave leeway for prescriptions at greater rates. The pharmaceutical companies are still doing aggressive marketing while downplaying the addiction risk associated with the drugs.  Campaigns and awareness to inform substance abuse prevention and treatment needs in the community can be rolled out by policymakers to combat the opioid epidemic better.
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